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2 Timothy 3:10-17

Lies #7:  What 1st Century churches believed and practiced is not necessarily for 21st

Century churches.

Christianity WORKS (2 Peter 1:5-9)
• We are commanded to “give all diligence” to ADDING to our FAITH . . .

Christianity Is About FACTS/TRUTH (2 Peter 1:10-11)
• We are commanded to “give all diligence” to making “our calling and election

sure.” (v. 10)
• BOTH commands require that the Christian take deliberate action.
• FAILURE to “give all diligence” to either of these commands constitute sin!

Servants Die But the Word of God Lives (2 Peter 1:12-15)
• Peter is about to die but the Word of God lives forever.  God’s servants die but

God’s Word remains the same from one generation to the next. (Isaiah 40:6-
8; Psalm 33:11; Matthew 24:35)

• What was meant for truth in the 1st Century is the same truth for the 21st Century. 
Y What does say about our generation? Religions change with time and

culture but God’s Word does not change.
• (vv-14-15) Peter speaks of his death as “shortly put off this tent”.   He was

groaning for “his building” in heaven. (2 Corinthians 5:1-5) Are you groaning?
(Romans 8:23-25) Are you groaning?

• Though he faced death, Peter continued to be a “slave of Christ” by serving the
“Body of Christ”.  (Psalm 71:9, 17-18; 78:4, 5; Acts 13:36; Isaiah 46:4)

• Peter was diligent (careful, v. 15) in ensuring that after he departed (“exodus”) the
saints would have reminders of important things that they needed to “give all
diligence”.

Experiences Fade But the Word of God Lives (2 Peter 1:16-18)
• When Peter speaks of being “eyewitnesses of His majesty”, he was describing

“the Transfiguration” of Christ before His death.



• Matthew, Mark, and Luke recorded this event BUT none of them were there.
(Matthew 17:1-13; Mark 9:1-13; Luke 9:28-36)

• PETER WAS AN EYEWITNESS!  John may be alluding to this event in John
1:14.

• The events leading up to “the Transfiguration”:
û Christ asks, “Who do men say I am?” and “Who do you say I am?”

(Mark 8:27-30)
û Peter testified, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
û How did Peter know this? - “Blessed are you, Simon, for flesh and blood

has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.”
(Matthew 16:16-17)

û Christ taught, “I will build My Church.” (Matthew 16:18-20)
û Christ begins to teach His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, be

rejected by the religious leaders, be killed and after three days rise
again. (Mark 8:31)
i Christ came to do the will of the Father no matter what the cost!

(John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38; 17:4)
û (Mark 8:32-33) Peter rebukes Christ.  Christ rebukes Peter, “Get behind

Me Satan! For you are not mindful of the things of GOD, but the things
of man.”

û Christ teaches His disciples the cost of discipleship – as I have suffered
you, too, must suffer. (Mark 8:34-38)

û Christ teaches that He is coming a second time. (Mark 8:38)
û Christ teaches that His disciples must work until He returns. (Mark 8:38;

Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:14; 1 Corinthians 15:58)
û THEN, Christ gave Peter, James, and John a “glimpse” of His glory and

majesty. (Mark 9:2-3)
û PURPOSE: To teach the disciples, and us, that the Cross comes before

the Glory; suffering comes before the crown; the WHOLE WORD of
GOD must be studied and believed. (Romans 8:16-17)

• (v. 16) Peter fights back at false teachers accusations, “we did not follow
cunningly devised fables . . .” – 
i We are warned over and over of the “trickery” of Satan and his “ministers

of righteousness”.  (2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Ephesians 4:14; 1 Cor 2:4; 2
Cor 2:17; 4:2; Matt 24:4-5, 11, 24; Romans 16:17-18; Acts 20:30-31) 

i “fables” is “myths” – made up stories!  Paul warns us to REJECT myths.
(See 1 Timothy 4:6-7) and warns us that in the end times people will
reject the truth and follow fables! (2 Timothy 4:3-4; 1 Timothy 4:1)

• (v. 16) One false teaching that Peter will deal with is the second coming
(parousi,a (parousia)) – see 2 Peter 3.

• (v. 17) “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God declared that
Christ was identical in nature and essences as Himself.  Jesus IS God.
(Romans 9:5)



j “with whom I am well pleased” – 
û Christ lived a perfect life always pleasing the Father in thought,

word, and deed. (John 4:34; 5:19; 8:29; 5:30; 6:38; Romans 15:3)
û That “perfectness” was credited to our accounts!  – This is the gift

of righteousness that we received because Christ went to
Jerusalem to lay down His life for HIS people. (John 10:15, 18)

j “Listen to Him!” (Mark 9:7) – See Matthew 7:24-29; Deut 18:15-22.

The Word of God: A SURE Thing (2 Peter 1:19-21)
• Peter makes it clear here that experiences are NOT the proof.  Experiences

come and fade.  Experiences cannot be proven.  Experiences are different
with all people.  Experiences are subjective, but the Word of God is objective. 
Consider a fish tale!!!!!

• BUT we have something better than other people’s experiences – the WORD of
GOD!
U “The testimony of the LORD is sure . . .” (Psalm 19:7)
U “Your testimonies are very sure.” (Psalm 93:5)
U “The entirety of Your Word is truth, and every one of Your righteous

judgments endures forever.” (Psalm 119:160)
U “Forever, O LORD, Your Word is settled in heaven.” (Psalm 119:89)
U “Sanctify them by Your truth.  Your Word is truth.” (John 17:17)
U “For the commandment is a lamp, and the Law a light; reproofs of

instruction are the way of life.” (Proverbs 6:23; Psalm 119:105)
U “But I will tell you what is noted in the Scripture of Truth.” (Daniel 10:21)

• “confirmed” is be,baioj bebaios which means “firm”; “sure”; “steadfast”; “firmly

grounded”; “certain”; “completely reliable”.
• The Word of GOD is CERTAIN because it is the WORD of GOD.

û ALL Scripture is GOD-BREATHED. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
û We have the TESTIMONY of GOD Himself. (1 John 5:9-11)
û God is not man and does not lie. (Numbers 23:19)
û We can be sure that whatever God has said He will do. (Isa 55:11)

• (v. 19) “which you do well to heed” – Man lives on “every word that comes from
the mouth of God”. (Luke 4:4; Matthew 4:4; Deut 8:3)
i “to heed” means that we must know!  Christians are students of God’s

Word.
i “as a light that shines in a dark place” – Psalm 19:8; 43:3; 119:105, 130;

Proverbs 6:23; Ephesians 5:13.  Without using God’s Word we go
through life in darkness.  We live in a DARK and EVIL world. (Eph 5:15-
17) BUT we are children of LIGHT! (Eph 5:8; Colossians 1:12-14)

i “until the day dawns” – until the “Sun of Righteousness” (Malachi 4:1-2);
“the Light of the World” (John 8:12); “the Morning Star” (Revelation
22:16).

i Christians are blessed that we have the WORD of GOD that NOW shines
in our hearts causing us to groan for “the day”.



• (vv. 20-21) “knowing this first” – this is of first importance!  The Scriptures were
not given to us by men but by GOD Himself!

û “moved” is fe,rw phero {fer'-o} and means “to be borne in a ship

over the sea”; “of a gust of wind”.  The verb is in the PASSIVE voice
which emphasizes that this is the work of GOD, the Holy Spirit.

û (2 Timothy 3:16-17) The Word of God is profitable for:
â DOCTRINE: Teaching us what is right.
ã REPROOF: Teaching us what is NOT right.
ä CORRECTION: Teaching us how to get right.
å INSTRUCTION: Teaching us how to stay right.
æ EQUIPPING: Equipping us for every good work.

i NOT by the will of men, but holy men moved by God, the Holy Spirit
(wind).

We Have Heard! Now We Are Accountable!
ì We have the SURE Word of God, therefore we must “live on every Word that

comes from the mouth of God. (Luke 4:4) God has given us His Word to live
by - it and it alone is profitable for us.

í We must “shine as lights in the world, holding fast the Word of life” in what we
say and what we do. (Philippians 2:15-16)

î We must “contend earnestly for the faith that has been handed down to us” so
that the next generation will have the chance to know the truth. (Jude 3-4)

ï We must be students of God’s Word. (2 Timothy 2:15; Ephesians 5:15-17;
Matthew 7:21; 12:50)

ð (Psalm 119:105) If we do not use God’s Word “as a lamp to my feet and a light
to my path” we will go astray!  We will be walking by our own “light”.  See
Psalm 43:3; Proverbs 6:23.

ñ Only studying and by reason of use of the “solid food” of Scripture can we
discern what is right/true and wrong/false. (Hebrews 5:13-4)

ò Because God’s Word is SURE we can trust in God and place our faith solely on
Him. (Proverbs 3:5-7; Psalm 37:3-5; 62:8; Isaiah 26:3-4; Jeremiah 17:7-8)

ó Since we have the Word of God we are WITHOUT ANY EXCUSE responsible
for OBEYING it. (1 John 2:3-4)


